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| THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONAT 7 


"INTRODUCTION. 
eSreidicer- 

If we study the naturé of man, we shall’ find him possessed 
of an attribute which distinguishes him above the rest ‘of the 
animal ‘ceation, although apparently, mm common’ with animals, 
the Creator of the universe has endowed him with the same limbs 
and organs of sense, viz, hands, feet, eyes, nose, &e. But this 
special atimbute isa faculty which josties his claim 0’ superiority 
above animals and 1s given to him alone. ' This may be désignat- 
ed the power of descrimination or human intelligence It is by 
“the aid of this faculty that he emerges from a savage and unciviliz- 
ed state, attains the highest grade of humamty and civilization, 
and earns the appellation of man, aS distinguishing him’ from 
“animals, who can neither change their Audion. nor imptove nor 
reform 1t, The swallow, for instance, builds its nest now ‘exactly 
as 1t did 5,000 years ago, the rat lives in holes similar to those 
which its forefathers prepared for shelter The warm and feathery 
garment of the pigeon, suited for cold, adorns 1ts body even in the 
‘hotest season The turtle-dove preservés to this day the dusky 
coat allotted to 1t by the Creator‘ at the begining of things. Ih 
short, all birds and beasts have retained the same condition which 
‘nature originally chose for them But man 1s capable of chang- 
“ing his state. Nature has conferred upon him the power of altering 
his condition at will, and of raising himself from low degradation 
to the summit of improvement and excellence. 

Have you not read that at one time your progenitor Adam 
covered his body with leaves of the fig-tree, whilst you now 
adoin yourself with garments of varied beauty. He sought shelter 
from sunshine and rain, 1n the caves of hills, and under the shade 
‘of trees; you raise splendid mansions 1n which you live. There 
Was a time when you fed on biead of unsifted batley flour, but 
now even the best baked bread (Sheermal) sticksin your thioat, 
There was a time when the blossoms and fruit of trees and herbs 

of the jungle formed you food; now you turn up’ your nose at 
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the choicest dishes relished with saffron. There wasa time whon 
you navigated along the coast, and did not venture far outin tho 
sea for fear of lonng your way, and now your ships and boats sail 
about sn the sea, mules away from the Ahore without any fear or 
danger There was ® time when you used sails to propel your 
boata and ships, and waited for favourable winds now you propel 
rthem by the force of steam and donot care whether the wind 13 
with or against you. There was a time when you explained the 
cause of the eclipse of the moon to be that she was arrested by 
her creditors, os if he were aliwing thing now you have given up 
such a fanciful theory havo discovered that the lunar oclipse 1s 
caused by the shadow of the earth falling upon the moon as the 
earth comes between the moon and the sun There wasa timo 
when you believed the earth to be the centre of the universe and 
stationary and conmgned* those to the flames who believed that 
3 moved round the sun, branding them as sceptics and infidels 
jnow you know the earth to be a planet of the illmitable system. 
There was a time when your messages wero delivered orally and 
verbally, ata further stage of progress they were conveyed by 
means of letters and epistles, dnd now you make use of electric 
signals which bnng you mtellgence ina mngle moment from 
places thousands of mulesaway There wasa time when wnting 
was absolutely unknown to you afterwards you invented the art 
of writing now by means of the printing press you can casily 
make thousands of copies of your writing in o short trme. There 
was a time when you used broad bones of animals, stones, woud 
bark, Icaves of trees, and leather for writang on, now you manu 
jfincture and write upon o vanety of elegant and polished paper 
This very England which at this day 1s the bnghtest star in tho 
firmament of c1vilzation, science and intellect, was but yesterday 
the obodo of utterly ignorant and rude barbanans. Tho, mbabi- 
tanta of England pamted and tattooed thar bodies, instead of 
covering them with clothes. They lived like wild ammals, nnd 
found gustenance from fraits and herbx. They wero ao merciless 
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and godless, that they attizbuted their defeat in a battle with a 
hostile taibe to the wiath of their gicat idol, and, to propitiate the 
god, 1mmolated at Ins altar four hundred innocent children of 
then own tribe These very Englishmen who aie at this day the 
avowed enemies of slavery, and who in their zeal for humanity 
and plilanthopy are ready to have recourse to arms to compel 
other nations to abolish slavery, were, but a few days ago its warm 
supporters They had several hundred-thousand slaves whom 
they emancipated at an expense of many crores of rupees defiayed 
by their Goveanment Theie was a time when the Arabs weie so 
shameless, cruel, andignorant that thousands of men and women 
marched round the sacred shrine of the “ Kaba” duing the days of 
piigrimage, when they interchanged wives, and to avoid the 
shame of becoming fathers-in-law through their daughters, burned 
them alive o: threw them down from the Inll tops, when not a 
single man in the whole country knew how to read or write, and 
thereby eained foi then nation the name of “ Ummis” the Uhter- 
ate They afterwards abolished such indecent customs, regai ded 
with horior the mterchange of wives, and eouuidened infanticide a 
hemous crime They made such rapid progress 1n know ledge 
that the people of Euiope not unfrequently visited Andelusia to 
study various arts and serences with the Moors,- whom up to this 
day, they acknowledge as their teachers Then cameatime when 
the very Musalmans, whose large cities were the centres of know- 
ledge and civilization, and seats of numerous Schools and Colleges, 
_ were shorn of all their literary glory and degeneiated ito their 
former state of primitive societ The far-1eaching lustre of the 
sun of their knowledge and iberary excellence dwindled into the 
dim light of a flickering lamp And now again those very 
Mahomedans have begun to establish a Mahomedan University i in 
Hindustan to meet the peculiar wants of ther co-religionists 
‘They have" roused themselves, from the deep lethargy and torpor 
of ages, and sanguine hopes may be entertained that if they Dae 
persevere in their efforts, they will regain at no distant period the 
valuable treasure which they had lost | 
It is thus evident that the Creator of the universe has un- 
doubtedly endowed man with a power by the aid of which he can 
merge from the low and degraded state of rudeness and barbar- 
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asm and'can atta the highest stago of progresa and crvilization, 
But knowledge of history 1s the chief means which guides human 
progrosa’ It enablea man to compare his present state with that 
of his ancestors to gain expenence of good end evil from knowledge 
of the deeds of his ancestors and, by profiting by that knolvledge 
to imherit the froxt of their life-long labours and the nch patramdny 
of accumulated experience which his forefathers have left behind 
an black letters formed of straight and crooked lines, Can any one 
xn the limited span of lfe Jearn without s knowledge ofthistory 
dil the useful facts which Nature during centunes, bas revealed 
for the betteftt of mankind? Can 1t be that all thoas vanous events 
which according to the tendency of the age have happened to 
different men during hundreda nay thoneands of yearn, should fall 
to the lot of a mngle man? Certainly not! History 1s therefore 
tho only means which enables ua to learn, with very httle peraeve- 
rance such facts as are usefal to us, and to teach ourselves the 
premous and valuable conclusions, which different men have de- 
mved from varied expariencea in various ages. When we read in 
lustory of the heroic exploita of some brave and patriotio man, 
challenging his enemy m the field of battle we feel our hearts fill 
ed with marhal ardour and wish to overcome our foes in 8 fight 
for the cquse of our country and our nation and to win the well 
merited name of the brave and taliant Again when wo read the 
memonrs of geome generous man, we desire to spond what we have 
earned by tho sweat of the brow for tho benefit of our fellow bo- 
ings, and to obtai the reputation of being liberal and gonerous. 
The amours of Zullekba the wife of the king of Egypt—her endea 
yours to tempt Joseph in a secluded placa to sin—Joseph ® escape 
from her wiles, aaying shall I steal the reputation of my master and 
inflict uyury on me by behaving unjustly 7° Zullekhas teanng of 
Joseph s garment and charging lum before her husband with 
violence—the testimony to Josephs innocence borne ‘by an un 
weaned mfant—do not all these historical facts teach us to control 
the impure and unworthy demres of our wicked and strong 
passions, to copy the chastity and continence of Joseph to guardl 
ogamst the machinations of the * cunning and tofear their calum 
nies, and to have faithin Gods avpport of tho truth? The ap- 
pearing of tho heir apparent of Henry II, King of Logland, in 
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Court to entercede in behalf of a firend—his wrathful attack upon 
the Judge when the latter disregarded the illegal recommendation, 
the Judge's oider to confine him in prison, and the king's approval 
of the Judge’s procecdings—do not all these facts of Inistory teach 
us to administer the Jaw impartially dike the Judge who m order 
to preserve the authority of law, disregarded such a great person- 
age—to obey the Law hke the heir-apparent of England who 
though of exal{cd position, bawed to its authority and went to pri- 
son—and to uphold the Jaw-hke Tlenry, the king, who acknow- 
ledged ifs supenority over the rank of his son? Vanous are the 
lessons which our heat metinetnvely Jenne when we read how the 
brothers of Jeseph deceived their father and took Joseph with them 
toa wilderness where they threw him into a well—how Joseph 
was taken out by a passer by who sold him as a slave to the king 
of Eevpt, how in courscof time he himself became king of Evypt, how 
he recognised his brothers, detained them by pretext and behaved 
towards them ina manly spint when in time of fame in ther 
native land they came to buy corn in Egypt The life of Joseph 
first of all reminds us that the mean fechng of jealousy sometimes 
estranges even the hearts of brothers and tempts them to do for- 
hidden deeds, Then again it recalls to our mind the noble quality 
of benevolence which Joseph showed to Ins brotheis in return for 
the harsh treatment which he had received:at their hands. Then 
again 1b makes us refiect upon the mysterious ways of Providence 
who made the very enemies of Joseph, who had taken him from 
home and thrown him into a well, the means of his aceession:to the 
throne of Egypt He was taken out of the well by some'way- 
farers who sold him to the king of Egypt, and he gradually rose to 
-the exalted position of his royal purchaser God gave him au- 
sthority over the brothers who had illtieated bm. The memoirs 
of Ayoub (Job), the pious servant of God, encourage us to bear 
adversity with patience, when we read how our own and the 
world’s true guide Mahomed ‘(may God’s blessing and peace be on 
‘him and hig descendants) and his pious and choSen fiends were 
subjected to various tortures by théir nation in return for theit 
disinterested and pious teachings, and how the prophet and his 
pious companions bore peisecution with patience and persevered 
in their great mission of preaching and instruction with unabated 
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zeal ond undummushed enorgy -ve learn to do disnterested good 
to our nation and to overcome steadily the troubles and difficulties 
which confront us m such noble undertakings. Sometimea history 
preaches to us lessons which imepire religious awe in our hearts, 
‘When wo read m the Sacred Scnptares the account of the nationa 
avluch psid no heed to the warnings of prophets and thus drew 
upon themselves the wrath of ther offended God our hurstands on 
‘ond and our hearts are eoftened to dbey Hia sacred commands, 
And sometimes the virtues and pious lives of the servants of God 
‘console our troubled hearts and inspire faith in the true promues 
of the compassionate and merciful God. Taving in hopes of His 
unfimte mercy and goodness, we hive in happinesa. Sometimes 
history encourages ns td leave the comforts of home in pursuit of 
some noble object ike Columbus who discovored the New World 
with the aid of the Queen of Spain and keeps us from giving up 
the pursuit in disappointment when the accomplahment of tha 
pbject of desire ys delayed 
By telling us that Socrates, that Greek philosopher on his 
death bed requesteda frend to offer a hen at the shnne of his 
God lustory teaches us that heroic courage 1s required to break 
through the oddmantine chazns of superatitioua.customs, By re~ 
cording the wholeaale midrders perpetfated by Thimur and Nadir, 
at teaches us that even man under the iipulse of the pasmon of 
~wrath af tumes becomes more bloodthirsty than the wild beasts, 
Tt ‘tells us “Luxury and Adnimutrative capneity:clash mth 
4 each othor Ifyou do not credit teetmony witness How lungs 
“on debauchery Jost their kingdoms for mero tnfles.” It tells usin 
danguagd not to be mistaken that knowledge 23 the sourdto of all 
Dlossings, It 1s thropgh knowledge that man acquires oll accom 
plishments nd ,perfoctions, If any one doubts tlus lot hum 
witness tho people of Europe who by mearis of knowledge have 
gradually atteaned tho highest pinnacle of civilization It teaches 
us that discord and selfishness ran langdoms and degrado nations, 
txou daily hear and read the account of Indza, Listen to the 
recent story of tho Fronch who on account of this baneful habit, 
but a fow yoars ago sustained defeat at the hands of the Germans 
and lost their pre-ominence, It tells us that umty and patriotism 
are the most potent powers, and holds up Prussia as a model to 
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oui view Such are the'conclusions of those who 1ead history with 
‘the eye of discernment and learn lessons fiom its pages. But even 
the ignorant and the simple do not fail to denve some benefit 
from astudy of history If it does nothing else, it at least enter- 
tains them'in their solitary leisure and lulls them to 1epose. 

In short, every one profits by ‘history accoiding to his taste, 
Maxk the dear and impressive terms in which the'celebrated poetand 
philosopher Petrarch, who flourished in Italy in the fourteenth cen- 
tury, dwells upon the advantages of the study of history when 
reproached by his friend for retiring from the wold and devoting 
days and nights to the study of books? He writes — 


“You set the gieatest value upon the pleasures of the world 
and deem it improper to renounce them Here amI surrounded 
by a circle of friends whose society 1s extremely agreeable to me 
They are men of all countries and all ages They have distin- 
guished themselves in war, 1n politics, 1 science and literature, Their 
society 1s not difficult to reach Their services are always at 
my command, I can call for them and send them away at my 
pleasure. They do me no injury, on the contrary they always 
answel my questions patiently Some relate to me the events and 
incidents of past ages, while others unveil to me the mystenes of 
nature. Some suggest the plans of spending time with joy and 
comfort , others impress on my mind the plans by which my end 
may be happy and my soul may depart fiom the world in peace; 
some drive away the sorrows of my heart by their counsel of 
wisdom and liveliness of wit, otheis give me good advice which, 
when followed, renders 1t easy to endure affliction incidental to 
human life Some eloquently teach me to depend upon the labours 
of my own arms as far it hes in my powe1, others open to my view 
the wonderful exhibition of ait and science In return for these 


services they but require a corner in which they may repose in 
peace,” 


Such are the reasons which induced the able and the learned 
to write accounts and histoiies of then own and foreign countries, 
The progress made by the people of Europe in the art of history 
is beyond all praise Though I possess neither their ability nor 
their knowledge to write the history of some large country or great 
kingdom, I am tempted to make an attempt im this excellent and 
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moble direction of art with a view to do some good to my fellow 
ymen. As my ancestors have been for generations subject to and 
in the service of the Puttalah State and as no detailed history 
has been written before I think it proper to attempt a history for 
the benefit of the subjects of this State and my fellow-countrymen, 

T commence the task, may God complete st} Aumen |} 
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